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 AGeneralAnſwer Diſcovering 
the evil Tendency of the 
Anti- Bangorian Principles. 


The Introduction. 


Aa 5 it is cuſtomary with thoſe who preſs upon 
Men of buſineſs in quality of Authors, to 
make ſome kind of Apology for their Inper- 
OT tinence, ſo I find my ſelf to lye under a dou- 
Idle obligation upon that account. I am not only to pay the 
, | common Compliment to the Pub/ich, but to offer ſome 
I qſpecial reafons for preſuming to bring relief to one who, 
I has a very eaſy task upon his hands. As to the firſt, 1 


= 
= 


commit my ſelf entirely to the Caprice of mankind, They 


: may paſs what cenſure they pleaſe upon my motives. But 


troverſies? what I have to alledge is: Tho' the Bill 
of Bangor abilities and experience in ſuch kind of Ar. 
guments are far ſuperior to thoſe of his Adverſaries (be- 

des the advantage of the Cauſe) yet being attack'd by. 
a Legion, it wou'd be Porters work to engage every man 
1 A2 ekz 


why in particular I have engaged my ſelf in theſe Wo 


* 
15 
21 
7 : 
= 1 
” 

| 
pl 


(4) 


finely; and an undertaking rather requiring ſtrength of 


body, than of mind. Wherefore out of a Principle of 


generofiry (jointly with fome little Zeal for the de- 


tence of Truth) I aſſociate my ſelf with that noble 

Champion of the Church by Law eſtabliſhed; yer at 
the ſame time rather propoſing to my ſelf to pur- 
chaſe him ſome eaſe; than pretending to give a new 


luſtre to his Arguments. The cauſe is grown ſo intri- 
cate by a multiplicity of Pamphlets, that it requires no 
tmall pains how to find out the true State of rhe Que- 
ſtion. While Perſons mingle their paſſions with their 
arguments, and are employed rather in Juſtifying their 
own methods, than the cauſe they defend, the great · 


elt part of mankind is unacquainted with the Fact, and 
ever / Writer is applauded or decry'd as he himſelf 
makes Friends or Enemies upon other views which 
have nothing to do with the Controverſy, They who 


kave birherto taken upon them to manage the Cauſe 


againſt the Biſhop of Bangor, have calculated their la- | 


bours more for rhe undiſcerning ob rn than for Men 
of underſtanding. - Theit Canting Preludes of difinter- 
refſed view; love for the Church; and unprejudicd 


diſpoſitions towards his Lordſhip, can have no farther 


intluence upon a Zudicious Reader beſides keeping him 
awake by the clamor of the words, and their per- 


pPetual criricizing upon words and phraſes, with other 
tuch like Grammatical attempts, betray their inſuffici- | 
ency in more ſolid ſtudies, and how incapable they 
are to Satisfy the World as to the purpoſes of the 
Controverſy. My deſign in this Performance is to 
cut off all Superfluous Enguzries, and only to attend 
to the Heart of the Cauſe; which lying in a ſmall 
compaſs, the meaneſt Capacity may be let into the 
Secret at a ſmall Charge, and with very little trou- 
7 The Reader, may aſſure himſelf of being fur- 
9 a 


not only with a general Idea, but all the par- | 


ticulars of moment ſhall be exhibited ro him (in 
this and the following Parts) in a clear, and con- 


ciſe Method: From the whole it will be made &% 
PI | | ) TOS nts . dent 


dent, that the Anti- Bungorians labour under a very ſtrong 
deluſion, or (what many apprehend) act upon deſigng. 
What I undertake to Charge them with is: That ſome- 
times they underſtand not the Biſhop of Bangors mean- 
ing; other times they deſignedly overlook it: That the 
natural tendency of their arguments is deſtructive to the 
Reformation : That they fall in with the Pop1/h Syſtem 
of Church-Authority, and prepare the way towards re- l 
eſtabliſhing moſt of thoſe Ternets in which Proteſtants | 
4 ſtand divided from the Church of Rome. Ro 


"STEx 1 


A Conjefure at the Intentions of the Anti-Bangorians. 
Their manner of attacking his Lordſhip, with their 
Abilities, and other previous matter. 


A Fter a long Silence which I have impoſed upon my 
IL ſelf, I find at haſt, it was a calpable modeſty, which 
prompted me to be only a Spetaror, while others were | 
; . . ative in the defence of Truth. I was in hopes that time {| 
B  wou?d have reſcued ſome unfortunate Members of the 
EN Church of England, from the prejudices they have been 
4 
r 


involved in in regard of the Biſhop of Bangor, and of the 
Cauſe he has undertaken; but find ing they are diſpoſed 

every day more and more, towards a deeper infaruati- 
- on, I cannot comply with the ſecret demands of my Con- 
y ſcience, unleſs I make publick to the world what I hum- 
e bly conceive will contribute very much towards throw- 
0 | ing off the deluſion and ſetting men right in the Contro- 
d vwverſy. And in the firſt place, as a Key to all the parti 
U cular Enguiries, and Reflexions which I ſhall have occa- 


„ fron to make, I muſt make bold to look into thoſe Gen- 
a- j| . rzlemens Intentions who do oppole his Lordſhip with fo | 
r- much vigour. Intentzons, I own fall not dire under 
ol human Cognizance; but when they are interpfeted by 

in | words and actions, it always has been allowable to pro- 

n | nounce upon them. Some Perſons in the world are fup- 

vi: | poſed to write out of a motive of vanity ; others out of 


; In- 
A | 


Intereſt; and not a few will be as much puzzl'd to Sa- 
| risfy the Publick for their becoming Authors as they are 
|| incapable to give an account of the reſt of their Actions. 
But theſe motives I paſs over, as being rather whimſical 

|| than prejudicial. I wiſh I cou'd range the Gentlemen I 
| have to do with, in any of thoſe Claſſes. No: The Body 

|, of their Actions ſpeaks ſomething more. Both Church and 
State are endanger'd by their Studies. They cannot be 
\ firangers, that ever ſince the Beginning of the Reæforma- 

' 710n there has been a ſtring of Proteſtant Writers, who, 
tho viſibly in Communion with the Church by Law eſta- 

| blifh®d, have conſtantly been looking back towards the 

'# Church of Rome. There is no occaſion to mention their 
names, their works are extant in moſt Libraries, and 
no one who is acquainted with the Controverſies of Re- 
1 ligion but will join with me in this obſervation. The 
language of the Church of Rome is familiar with theſe 
riters, Authority of the Church and Councils in ex- 
founding the Scripture, Independent Rights of the Clergy, 
Altar, Sacrifice, Confeſſion, Abſolution, &c. are very 
luſpicious terms; and betray an inclination towards a re- 
union. God js the only Judge of their inward diſpofiti- 
ons, but they cannot avoid the impuration of Popery, if 
|  reſpett be had to their Principles and Arguments. All 
the difference I can perceive between the Popiſh Clergy 
and the Amnti-Bangorians, as to the weight of Church-Au- 
'' Thoruy, is merely Local, that is, as to the place where 
' they are to exerciſe their Juriſdiction : was not the Coun- 
cil of Trent q Popiſh Convocation, fettering the Laity with 
arbitrary Canons and Injunctions? And are not his Lord- 
ſhips Adverſaries conſtantly ſtruggling for the ſame thing, 

by aſſerting an Abſolute Authority in the Church? Did 

' they claim this Authority from the Supreme Legiſſativfe 
| Potter, it wou'd be 2 harmleſs Syſtem, and they wou'd 
| 


only be accountable for the abſurdity of ſtiling that an 
Abſolute Authority which depended upon another which 
| was Superior to it. But to derive their Patent from Po. 
| pery,isa ſelf deſtruQtive method, and at once ſtrikes them 
dumb upon the Controverſy, When a National Clergy 
35 ; V dare 


(7) 5 
dare preſume to lay claim to a deciſive power in regard 
of Religion; when they dare attempt to check the civil 
Power with arbitrary SanQtions, in prejudice of the Pub- 
| lick good, and retire to'a Poprſh jus droinum when they = 
are preſſed upon the debate. They not only ruin Charch | 
and State, but alſo trip up their own heels, and tumble 
into the Arms of a Foreign Spiritual Power. For, how 
can they with any coherency of Principles, refuſe to ſub- 
mit te a Clergy of Nations acting upon the ſame Inde- 
- pendent Topick, and whom they own were prior to em 
in the claim of jus divinum? Have not the Papiſts an 
excellent plea to treat theſe Gentlemen as Diſſenters 
and Sci ſmat ichs, when they find them fighting in an Ene- 
mies Camp, under a Popiſh Banner, with Popiſß Arms, 
and a Poprſh Commiſhon in their Pockets? Tis plain, 
the Charge lyes home againſt them; and *tis in their 
Choice whether they will be repreſented as men arguing 
cContrary to Principles, or acting with a deſign to re- 
,,,, 
Now, tho? 3 abſolutely Condemn them as act- 
ing with an evil Intention, yet I cou'd wiſh their Cha= | 
_  rvatters were as clear in this reſpect, as his is, whom |} 
they endeavour to expoſe as a Perſon laying out all {| 
his Eloquence to diſcredit his own Order, and bring |} 
confuſion into the Church by Law eſtabliſhed. As no 
Man is better vers'd in the nature of Civil and Eccle- | 
ſiaſtical Power than the Biſhop of Bangor, ſo his In- {| 
tent ions are as perſpicuous as his Arguments. The 
Idea 1 have of his Lordſhips writings is this; That 
his general deſign is to preſcribe the Juſt limits to 
both Powers, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. What he has 
publiſhed in relation to Civil Government, was to 
maintain the Liberties of the People againſt the Sla- } 
viſh Syſtem of an indefeaſible Hereditary Right, and |} 
be has been declared ſucceſsful, both by the Nation | 
in general, and by the beſt private Judges of thar 
_ Controverſy. What he chiefly propoſed unto himſelf 
in treating of Eccle/raſtical Power, was to convince 
Non-Furors that they had no claim to Independency = 
po an 8 iu 
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in their Character, but were intirely under the influ - 


ence of the Supreme Civil Power ; and upon this ac- 
count they were an uncommiſſionꝰd ſett of Preachers, 
and incapable to exerciſe their Functions; that their 


appealing from the Civil Power to a u divinum by 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion through the Channel of Po. 

| pery, was a method contrary. to reaſon, contrary to the 
Spirit of the Reformation, and a mere evaſion to Coun- 
_ tenance Rebellion, and make the Civil Power inſigni- 
ficant. This is an Epitome of the Biſhop: of B4ngor's 
Labours. Now if any of his Adverſaries are ſo,uncha- 
ritably diſpoſed as to traduce him, for defigning either 
to depreciate the Clergy, or give too large allowances 


to the (ib Power, they | muſt certainly rather ' ſpeak 


their paſhons than perſwaſion; but when they carry on 


the charge even to Socinianiſm, Deiſm, and Free- thintinge, 
tis plain no good Spirit cowd drive them on to ſuch 


exceſſes of Calum ). 


5 
A * "IS 


I am very unwilling to let any thing fall from my 


Pen that may ſeem to break in upon good manners, or 
change a Real quarrel into a Perſonal one, otherwiſe 


there are not wanting ſeveral circumſtances which 
ſpeak the Juſtice of his Lordſhips caſe, even ariſing from 
the manner of the Defence, the Diſpoſitions, Abilities, 
725 Qualities of the Parties concern d. On his Lord» 
Ini 
8 


s fide I obſerve a great deal of Temper and Com- 
ion, and (if the expreſſion be not offenſive) both a 


quiet, and undiſturb d Stile to recommend his cauſe, 
while his Ad verſaries are fretting under the guilt of 


their inconcluſive Periods, and loading their frothy Pa- 


ges with ignominious Terms. The Biſhop of eee 
5 ; 


qualified by the Strength of his Charafer to deliver 


Himſelf upon the Controverſy ; he is à jus divinum 


Man, and upon that ſcore not accountable to any of the 
Inferior Clergy, who notwithſtanding are the only Per- 


ſors he is attack d by. For who are theſe mighty Men 


that have enter'd into the Liſt with him? are they not 


for the moſt part undignified Clergy, Curates, Schoolma- 
ſters, Non. Furors, and R 6. Hitherto none of his 
fiers, Nau. Fer. 2 


"433 


own order have Judg?l ir proper to make themſelves 4 


Party, being perſwaded of his Lotd{hips Abilicies, and 


_of the Juſtice of his Cauſe. Otherwiſe there wou'd not 
be wanting an Ar - OI a S —— e Perſons of - 


High merits and capable to give a mote advantagious 


turn to the Controverſy. The attempts of the Lower 
| ** of Convocation give very little diſturbance to his 

rdſhip, When his Mitred Brethren join with him by 
their reſpectful ſilence (and wou'd they be filent if his 
. Syſtem were deſtructive to the Church?) he little re- 
gards the frowns and threats of the Inferior Clergy. 


Mare of their deſigns will be known when the King 


thinks fit to hear them: In the mean time the Biſhop of 
Bangor lies under no apprehenſion from that Quarter. 


| Shou'd they proceed to the laſt demands of their reſent- 


ments, it cou?d only be to preſcribe his Doctrine, in 

which caſe he might lodg an Appeal to the Civil Pow- 
er, which is the Fountain head of all Authority, and the 
laſt Reſort of all Power which the Clergy can claim. 
Beſides, all the Reverend Biſhops (who are certainly his 


Lordſhip of. Bangors Friends) woud ſtand by him 


no leſs in the Convocation than in the Parliament, and he 
cou'd not fail of carrying his Cauſe ; unleſs we ſup- 


poſe the Fus Divinum be a local and moveable quality; 


which may be depoſed and aſſumed at Pleaſure. This 
is a true proſpect, both of the hopes and tears of the 


Anti Bangorians, . 


But alas! theſe Gentlemen, are much to be pitied 
upon another account; it ſeems they lye under ſucti 
Prejudices that they dare not attack the Biſhop of Ban- 


Lor for fear of being repreſented as Jacobites, Papiſts, 


and Enemies to the Liberties of their Country. This 

| Biſhop of Bangor is certainly a Perſon of great Conſe- 
quence, that he ſhou?d be the Touch-ſtone of every 

Man's Fidelity both to Church and State. Bur perbaps 
we may find out the myſtery by and by. If thete is 
no ſecret guilt to make theſe Gentlemen ſufpect rhem- 


1 Ffelves upon thoſe heads; I don t find they are directly 
charged With the Imputations ern the tendency 


of | 


. 
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of their Principles, they give their beſt Friends an op- 5 
portunity to Surmiſe ſomething of that nature. Howe- 


ver let things be as they will; they have abundantly 
rerurn'd the Compliment, when they mention Dezſts, 


and Free-thinkers as the chief Abettors of the Biſhop of | 
Bangors Syftem. But certainly theſe People don't con- 


ſider how far the King, and the Repreſentatives of the 


Nation have interreſſed themſelves in his Lordſhips 
_ Cauſe, Are nor his Labours rewarded with a Mitre? 


Have not his Adverſaries been twice filenced when they 
met in a body to Stigmatize his Docfrine? Has 10 


much as one of the Heads of the Hierarchy riſen up to 
_ oppoſe him? The raznted Clergy open loudly againſt 


him; but the reſt applaud his Performances. If there- 


fore Deiſts, and Free-thinkers are ſo far Friends to 
Truth, as to fall in with the Biſhop of Bangor, tis to be 
hoped in a little time they will forſake the reſt of their 
FPrrors, and lay a good Example before the High-Church 
| Divines. But ir may be, that out of the abundance of . - 
their Zeal for the Garch and Government, they will 
think it more proper, to bring in both King, and Par- 


ſiament, as Abettors of Socinianiſin, Deiſin, c. rather 


than not blacken the Biſhop of Bangor with the Ca- 
lumny. Thus far I believe his Lordihip will be wil? 
ling to own, that he has borrowed ſeveral Arguments 
from the Author of the Rights of the Chriftian Church © 
(as he is twitted by his Adverſaries) or rather, two In- 
genious Perſons happened to argue after the ſame man- 
ner, but this is no more Prejudice to his Lordſhip than 
for a Few and Chriſtian to urge the ſame proofs for 
the exiſtence of a Deiry, Shou'd his Lordſhip turn 
the Tables, and demand of his Adverſaries what uſe 


they make of all thoſe Popiſh Arguments by which 


They attack him, I believe they will but give a very 
indifferent account of their Conduct. From hence it 


will noc be unſeaſonable to obſerve, whether the Biſhop 


of Bangor or his Oppoſers are more inſtrumental in 
bringing Confuſion into the Church by Law eſtabliſhed. 
| Oae Preacheth* up Dependency, The other Indepen- 


dency. 


1 „ 

dency. The Biſhop derives the Clergies Authority 
from the Supreme Legiſlative Power. His Adverſaries 
fetch ir from abroad through 'a Pohiſt Channel. His 
Lordſhip eſtabliſneth a comprehenſive Church Diſcipline, 
taking in all the branches of rhe Reformation. They 
cut all off from the hopes of Salvation, who are not in- 

fluenced by a Clergy of an unmerrupred Succeſſion from 
_ Chriſt, This is all the grounds they have to accuſe his 
| Lordſhip of cauſing divitions in the Church, whereas all 
his Methods are healing, and all his Arguments ſpeak 
Peace, and Unity. Bur in the contrary Syſtem, the Re- 
Jormatian cannot ſtand, as will appear more at large in 
the following Paragraph. DITts | ns cla ae ot 4, 


n 
The Plan of the Reformation defiroyed by the Anti- 


Bangorians. The Origin of the Clergies Power dif- 
cover d. The dependency of the Convocation upon the 


- Civil Power. © 


2 0 1 Should have contented my ſelf with this general re- 
© 8 primand given to the Biſhop of Bangors Adverſaries; 
but I find ſuch a weight of matter upon my Hands, 
that I muſt diſcharge my ſelf of it. The Methods of 
the firſt Reformers are fo directly oppoſite to theirs, 
that were I diſpoſed to undo all their Forefathers 
have done, they are the Perſons | wou%d employ upon 
ſuch an occaſion. The Reformation runs chiefly upon 
theſe three Heads. Firſ#, Diſcarding all Foreign Ec 
dleſiaſtical Juriſdittion. Secondly. Reftoring Suprema- 
cy to the Crown. Thirdly, Laying aſide ſeveral Super- 
ſtitious Doctrines and Practices. Now, what I affirm 
is; that the Anti- Bangorians ate endeavouring to re- 
build the Tower of Babel, and throw down theſe three 
grand Pillars and Supports of the Reformation. As to 
Fuoreign Furiſdiclion; they wou'd make the World be- 
lieve they are injur'd in the imputation. Papal Juriſ- 
dition is their averſion, * then do they appeal " 
; £7 7 2 „„ It 2 


« 
» 4 „ 
o 


2 


>. *- * 
4 K e 2 —— 2 2 * 4 — \ v 
— — 5 * — — —_——— Ec I — 
—— * 4 . ' 


it? Why do they own the! 
relief from that Quarter? Why do they declare all 
thoſe out of the reach of Gods favour who are not 


 6urward freedom of the Subjeddl. But 
I will proceed, 
Miſtakes and Errors thoſe Gentlemen have ſuffered 


— 


631 6 | 


themſelves Unchurch'd without 


influenced by it? Again; is not their us Dromun 
and Spiritual Independency an Article manifeſtly in- 


cConſiſtent with the Royal Supremacy ? They may glo- 
ty as much as they pleaſe in their Hierarchy, but 
it breaths only by the Kings Spirit. All their San- 
_ Etions are liveleſs Schemes till the Civil Power has 
ratified em, and made em binding. They work un- 
der the Supremacy , both in their Dzoceſs and in the 
Convocation. They Poſſeſs the Kings Lands, inſtrudt his 
Subjects, and Feed daily upon his Benevolence. Their 
Nominations, Eletlions, and Conſecrations, all flow from 


the King as from the Origin of Power, both Civil, and 


Eccleſiiſtick. ue Divinum therefore, Independent Rights, 
Coordinate Porters, Alling within different Spheres, im- 


perium in imperio, and ſuch kind of Language, is better 
underſtood at Rome, than in England. Did the Church 


of England break with Rome, to be rid by a Spiri- 
tual Authority of an Inferior Nature? She renoun- 
- ced the Decreta/s to ſtick to the Seripture, and did 
not abjure Foreign Synode to be enflaved by one of 
her. own. She embraces the Scripture as the Rule of 
her Faith, and has a National Authority to eſtabliſh 
Diſcipline. The C!ergy are not denied a Subordinate 
Power in the latter reſpeQ.. But to impoſe new Ar- 
ticles, even by way of Inference, or top a Miniſtry up- 
on the Laity, pretending a Commiſſion immediately 
from God, by I dowe know what aninterrupted Suc- 


ce/fon, is a Notion as fatal to the Liberty of the 


Church, as an indefeaſible Hereditary Right is to the 
Late. One oppreſſes the Conſcrenze, the other the 


g - '» 
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nd give yet a clearer Idea of the 


themſelves to be intangled in. The Principal occaſion 


- Whereof has been the want of attending to the true 
Origin of Eccleſiaſtical Power. The Reſolution of all 


\ Power | 
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Power is made in the manner following. The Civil 
Power is to be conceived like a vaſt Ocean which di- 
vides ir ſelf into many Streams, which receive different 


Appellations as they waſh different Shoars, and are 


carried through different Channels. As it tends to- 
-wards 'reforming Mens manners, and carrying on the 
grand Affair of Salbation tis ftild Eccleſiaſtical; as it 


directs Men in their Temporal Welfare tis ſtibd Civil, 


ſo that in a few Words, the Rights of the Clergy 


are derived from, influenced by, and actually are a 


Branch of the Supreme Legiſlative Power, Their Fu- 


riſdiction both as Temporals and Spirituals, ſtands upon 


the ſame bottom, and their Functions are ineffectual 


when the Communication is broke off; or that they be- 
gin to lay claim to Independency. To underſtand this 
better; tis to de obſerved, there is a kind of propor- 
tion between Moral and Mechanical motions. In an 


Engine there is commonly a Maſter Wheel, upon which 


the reſt depend. In the ſame manner; Inferior Power, 

zs inſignificant when it is not influenced by a Sype- 
rior Power; yet this derivation of Power is nor to 
be conceiv'd ſo, as if an Inferior Power were to be 
independent after Communication: But as the Sap riſes 
from the Root of a Tree, and ſpreads it ſelf through 
every Twig, in order to keep the Branches alive; ſo 


there muſt either be a continual Moral influence from 


the Supreme Power to every Inferior, and Subordinate 
Branch, or they will Languiſh and Dye. Power, as 
1 ſaid before, is either Czvr/ or Eccleſiaſtical, the Radix 
is the ſame, but the Functions are different, the Tem- 
poral, and the Spiritual Man, (that is the Leyman and 
the C/ergyman are equally Members of the fame (om. 
 munily, and their Duties are reciprocal, one is obliged 
to be a good Subjed, and the other a good Chri/ti- 
an; 1a that the Clergy are upon the ſame Foot 
wich the zft of Mankind in regard of Property, that 
is; they are Subject ro the ſame Laws both as to 
Peoſſeſſion, and Deprivation, let their Right to Temporals 
be from Iahgritance, Acquiſition or Donation, it is ſtill 


„ . under 


MA 
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under the influence of the Supreme Civil Power, which 
cannot be ſtript of the Original, and Natural Right, 

it enjoys of proceeding decifively in all Cv] Debates. 
If ir be alledged againſt this Aſſertion, that property 

veſted in a Clergyman becomes Mort main, and is now 
a noli me tangere , as being inoculated, forſooth, in 

Fure Divino, this is going a very unreaſonable length 
in the Controverſy. For tho' there ſhou'd be allowed 

a jus Divinum in the Clergy in Relation to Doctrine, 
Sacraments, and other Spiritual matters, this cannot 

affect Property. The Pope, indeed pretends to lay 

claim to all Church Lands, and boaſts of a Com- 
miſſion he has from Heaven, to Sign and Cancel all 

Contracts relating thereunto; but the Church of Eng- 

land knows no ſuch Cuſtom. ?Tis to be hoped, there- 
fore, that G eat Britain will not ſurpaſs Rome in the 
exorbitant Power of their Cergy; but as they are en- 
dowed, and ſupported in their Property, by the Civil 

Power, fo they will not pretend to withdraw them- 
ſelves from it. The Dignity of their Charadter is bright, 
and venerable, yer ſtill they are Subjects both by Na- 

ture, and Choice, which makes em liable to all incapa- 

Cities upon..a- mildemeanour, as much as any other 
Member of the Community. ee e e 
Thus much may be gathered from the nature of Civil 

and Eccleſiaſtical Power; and it is yet farther confirm'd 

from the Laws and Conſtitution of the Kingdom. From 
the Infancy of the Reformation the Supreme Legiſlative 

Power was not only qualifred to exerciſe an uncontroul- 

able Juriſdiction over the Clergy as to Property, but alſo 

that Power as to the Executive part, was conterr'd upon 

the King; which is a high inftance of the capacity of 

the ſupreme Legiſlative Power. It was by virtue of this 
Power that Henry the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, and 

Queen Elizabeth ſeized on ſeveral of the Church Lands, 
upon the Clergys declared MO and not only 

upon ſuch Lands as were applied to Superſtitious Uſes, 
as Monaſteriet, Priories, Convents, Chantries and Free- 
Chapels, but upon Lands belonging to Collegss, 2205 = 
n 1 . | | tal, 
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tals, Biſbapricꝶe, &c. where there was nothing of Super- 
ſtition alledged ; but the Proprietors ejected their Lands 
and Goods ſecularis'd upon other Motives, and by they 
ſtrength of a Power comitted to the Kung by the Na- 
tions Repreſentatives. . 8 
What is ſaid of the Civil Power in regard of the 
Clergys Property, is no leſs true in regard of their Fu- | 
riſdiction, which may alſo be declared ineffectual when 
the Exerciſe is contrary to Law, and deſtructive of the 
Publicꝶ Good. There is an Act of Parliament 26 Hen. 8S. 
which expreſly aſſerts what I advance, part whereof |} 
runs thus, That our Sovereign Lord his Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors Kings of this Realm, ſhall have full Power and 
Aut bority from time to time to Viſit, Repreſs, Redreſs, | 
' Reform, and Correct, Reſtrain, and Amend all ſuch | 
Errors, Hereſies , Abuſes, Contempts, and Enormities, | 
_ whatever they be, which by any manner of Spiritual Au- 
thority or Juriſdiction, ought, or may be lawfully reform'd. 
Here is Spiritual Juriſdiction conferr'd upon the King, 
without any Limitation. And again; it is enaQted 
25 Hen, 8. cap. 18. to amount to a Premunire for the 
Convocation to claim an Independent Power, which I 
deſire all thoſe may take notice of who think the Clergy 
are crampt in their Power in their late Prorogations, 
ſince there is nothing New in ſuch Proceedings. Did not 
Henry the Eighth Conſtitute Lord Cromwell Vicar Gene- 
ral in Spiritual; and not only empower'd him to Su- 
ſpend all the Clergy of England, both Biſhops and others, 
during his Viſitation, but alſo to Sit at the Head of the 
Convocation, which he did by his Proxy and Subſtitute 
Dr. Petre à Civilian? ſo that the whole Body of Spiri- 
_ tual Juriſdiction was lodged in the Laity. The fame 
regard was had to the Civil Power in the Commiſſions 
iſſued out for Electing Biſbops. It was always expreſſed 
upon ſuch occaſions, that the Civil Power was the Foun- 
tain- Head of their Furiſdiction. One of the Commiſſions 
runs thus in Srokeleys Regiſter, Fol. 48. Suemad modum 
omms Furis dicendi ee, atque etiam juriſdillio 


omnimoda, tam illa qua Eccleſiaſtica dicityr quam ſecu- 


— . 


e 
laris, a Regia Poteſtate, velut a ſupremo capite, & om- 
mum infra Regnum noſirum magiſtratum fonte, & ſca- 


| Avurigine frimitus emanavit, &c. And in Edward the 
Sixt hs Reign the dependency of the Clergy upon the Ci- 


vil Power is much more remarkable, fince their Patents 


ran Quamdiu ſe bene geſſerint. Upon this account it was 


that Dr. Farrar Biſhop of St. D.wids was deprived 


March gth 155 7, for exerciſing Furiſdiction in his own 
Name; and the Offence was judged ſo heinous, that he 
was confin'd in Priſon all that Reign, ſo little regard 


was then had to the pretended Ju Divinum of the 


_ Clergy, and ſo great was the Reſpect ſhewn to the Ci- 
vil Power. Queen Elisabeth indeed was efteQually 
 Importun'd by the Puritzns both at Home and Abroad, 
to part with her Title of HEAD of the Church, up- 
on | don't know what Scandalous import of that Word, 


as if it were Derogatory to the Headſhip of Chriſt ; but 


| ſhe ſtill recain'd the thing fignified; for upon her co- 
ming to the Throne, by a General Suſpenſion (if 1 may 
| _  Hyle it fo) ſhe kept moſt of een in her 
Hands near a Twelvemonth; and by the ſt 
Supremacy both exchanged and alienated ſeveral parcels 
J.... -m I, . 
In the following Reign of King Fames the Firſt, tho“ 
he had a ſingular regard to the Character of the Cergy, 
yet he never carried his reſpect ſo far as to compliment 
them with the power of independency, by enſlaving the 
Crown to the Mitre: On the contrary, 'tis apparent 


rength of her 


from ſeveral Inſtances during his Reign, that not only 


the Cergy depended upon the Civil Power, as to the 
exereiſe of their Funcliont, but the Civil Power was 
moreover declared to be capable of Spiritual Furiſdicli. 
on; for I find a Parliament 3 Fames I. c. 5. challenging 
dio it (elf a Power to Excommunicate, and the 12th Canon 

f Fames the Firſt actually excommnicates all thoſe 
tho affirm Eccleſiaſtical Sanctions to be Valid, without 
the Roya! Approbation. It lies therefore entirely in the 
Kings Breſt, either to oppoſe, or reject the Decrees of 

the Convocation, The venerable Clergy fit, or riſe 


at 
his 


«es 


| His Beck; and to let 'em underſtand they are not the 


Men they pretend to be, they are often ſent home 
with a //ic volo only, which is a very odd way of 
treating Gentlemen, who fancy themſelves qualified 
and empower'd to rule the World re Divino; and 
thus I leave them inwardly fretting, and often out- 
_ wardly inveighing againſt the Authors of their ſup- 
poſed Slavery, which ſome carry ſo far as to tra- 
duce the Oath. of Supremacy, not as being an Oath 
of Fidelity.” to the King, but of Treachery to the 


- 
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be Radical diflinflion berween Clergy and Laity. The 
Clergies Functions explain'd, eſpecially Conſecration, 
' with a Word concerning Schiſm, "HEB; n 


— 


Quitabiy to that Chriſtion Principle; that it is he 


4D Duty both of Clergy and Laity, to aſſert, and 
maintain the Priveleges of the Church, I have always 


declared my ſelf an Enemy to all Party-men, who 
are paſſionately engaged in Controverſies in favour 
of either fide. The Impiety of ſeveral Laymen who 
attack the Church, and the Ignorance and Imperti- 

nence of ſome of the Clergy, who are incapable to 
defend it, are equally my averſion. No Man can 
hape a greater regard to the Character than 1 have, 
but at the ſame time, the lofty pretenſions of many 
of that Cloth, who lay claim to the Titles of being 


God's Proxies, Managers of the Keys, Cc. which 
gives them a Spiritual Power over Mens Conſciences, 


| 1o as to bind, or looſe them, in order to future 
Happineſs or Miſery; I look upon it all to be no- 


\ . thing but a Superſtitions Jargon , kept afoot among 


them ſince the days of Popery or; perhaps willingly 
embraced by ſome, who retain a ſecret affection to- 
wards the Church of Rome. I refuſe not the Clergy 
the Noble Epithets, of Mediators, Angels, and even 
_— e 1 


Gods; as the Scripture ſometimes Stiles them. No 


Metaphor is ſoaring enough to expreſs the Dignity 'of 


the Paſtoral Charge; but what they wou'd mean by 


a Spiritual Jariſdiclion over Mans Conſcience, is an 


Idea too bulky for my weak Capacity. I am wil- 


ling to make uſe of the ſame Language with the | 


reſt of the World, but I cannot diſgeſt words with- 
out a meaning; much leſs can I conceive how any 
Man can place, or diſplace another, Where he has 


no Juriſdiction. 1 have no mind, neither, to Secu- 


larize the whole Order, or loſe the Tribe of Aaron 
in the Mob of Human race. All I deſire is, that 
the Clergy may enjoy their reſpective Priviledges and 
Prerogatives, with that Dependance, and Subordina- 


tion, which both God and Nature has eftabliſh'd. For 
it I Reaſon righr, 2 e ey Wy We n 


In the Law of Nature, a Clergy Man and a Lay Man 


were the ſame thing. Every Man erected an Altar for 


himſelf; and both Prayed, and Preach'd after his own 


Method. There was neither, Biſbop, Dioceſs, Pariſh, \, 
_ Convocation, Conſecration, or Excommunication ; much 


leſs a Body of Men pretending to an Independent and 


Abſolute Power upon the Score of Divine Worſhip, fo 


as to claim a Privilege of reſtraining thoſe by Arb:- 


trary Injunctions, whom they were Subject to by a 
Natural Subjection. The Law of Maſes, indeed, made 
ſome Alteration, and ſeparated theſe who were to ſerve 
at the Altar: And the Goſpel afterwards kept up the 
diſtin&ion of Laity, and Clergy: But then it left the 

Civil Power where it found ir. Grace is built upon 
Nature, and if the Apoſtles had Preach'd up Inde- 
pendency, it wou'd but have been a Sorry Topic to 
have recommended Chriſtianity. But you'l ſay, perhaps, 
the Church was the immediate Work of God, and ſo 
the Rulers of the Church muſt obtain their Authorit7 
immediately from him: This is quarrelling about 
Words. If by deriving Power from God, they mean no 
more than what St. Paul meant, when he ſaid, a// Pow- | 


er was from God, I ſee no inconvenience in the Aſer- 
| » | : : 4 Jon. | 
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tion. The Supreme Civil Power is an eſtabliſhment of 
Nature, yet confirmed, and allowed of in all States by 
the reveal'd Will of God. If the Clergy are content to 
| derive their 744 Divinum through this Chanel, they 
| may in a Sober, remote Senſe, be ſaid to claim their 
Power from Godzbut to have it Conveyed to em through 
a Popiſb Chanel, is both unintelligible, and inconfiftent 
with the Principles of the Church by Law eſtabliſh'd. 
The Church, and the State, are not two different Com- 


munities, The ſame Perſons are call d a Church as they 


are directed by ſuch reveal'd Rz/es, and Tenets. They 

are a Civil Community as they are govern'd by Coil 
Laws. Yet the Parallel muſt not be carried through 
All Orders of Men who make up this Community, as 


it there were no difference between the Civil Power 


beſtowing a Biſboprich, and the Lieutenancy of a Coun- 

ty upon any of its Members. No: More is required 
do inffall a Superior in the Church, than in the State: 
The Clergy are not to be ranged among the reſt of 
Mankind. Their Call is Noble, and Sublime: Their 
task only to make Men Supremely Happy : Their 

| Dreſs, Conduct, and the whole Oeconomy of their 
Life, is far different from all others, and ſpeaks ſome- 
thing Divine. They have a Liberal Education, to qua- 
lify them for their Functions, and are ſo particular 
in all their Methods that no Parallel can be drawn 
between them, and their Fellow Creatures; to ſay no- 
thing of the Solemnity of their Nomination, Elrction, 
Conſecration, &c. which Ceremonies tho! peculiar to 
them (by the by) are all within the reach of the Su- 


preme Civil Power: For where this puts up an Inhi- 


bition, the effects of ſuch kind of Ceremonies are 
not very viſible. But I will run Seng ſome of 
their Functions, in order to diſcover the 


ſſential dif- 
ference between the Clergy and Laity.- RE N 


ticles of Tait hz Preſcribing terms of Communion; Preach- 


ing, Delivering the. Sacraments, and Conſecrating the 


"4 I Mir 


The chief of thoſe Functions which they pretend to, 
may be reduced to theſe Heads. Pronouncing upon Ar- 
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Miniſtry. In the firſt place, it cannot be denied but 


that the Clergy are unqualified to - exerciſe any of 


theſe Functions where the Supreme. Civil Power, or 
more immediately the King, putsa Bar, upon account of 
ſome indignity he apprehends in the Miniſter. This 
is a Prerogative ſecured to the King, by virtue of 
his Supremacy. But to Examine things, point by: 
point. „ Ted Mets 


Pronouncing upon Articles of Faith; is neither the 


Buſineſs of Clergy, nor Larry. The Scripture lies before 
them as the only RA“. Every Private Perſon is Sole 
Judge, his meaning. is plain in Fundamentals, to every 
Man that has a good pair of Eyes, and Common Senſe, 


burt if he is maim'd in either of theſe Faculties, God is 


too juſt to impute this misfortune to him as a Crime. 
Lam not Ignorant, that ſeveral Proteſtant Divines 
talk of Gloſſes, and clear Inferences from the Word 
of God, which by the Strength of their expounding | 
Authority they wound Top upon the Faithful as 
Articles of Faith; but this is a touch of Prel/aticR 
Uſurpation, which the Papiſts themſelves never yet 
alpired at. They, indeed, divide the Word of God, 
into Written, and Unwritten, which they pretend are. 
of equal Authority, but never did they pretend hi- 
therto to exalt Theological Inſerences into Articles of 
Faith So that the only difference as to this point 
between, the Papiſts and the Anti- Bangorians, is, that 
the Papiſts Preach up Gurcb. Authority to maintain 
their Traditions, the others Preach it up to give 
Credit to their Inferences, which is only a different 
way of Playing the ſame Game; both Methods end 
in enſlaving the Con/ciences of the Laiiy by Arbitrary. 
and Groundleſs Impolitions. | hd tat 
Buy Forms of Communion, I mean nothing elſe but 
the Political or Diſciplinary part of Religion, as, how 
far Perſons are to comply, or ftand off, in point. of 
Communion, or any other outward Ceremony, let it 
be Dreſs, place of Aſſembling together, Conſecration, Nc. 
1 own the Convocation is uſually employed in the 
im a or wi Drudging 


thority, and manage the mol 


F 
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Drudging Part, and preparing matter; but, alas! Tis 

only an Embrio, while in their hands. If the Civil 
Power comes not in, to give Life to their Sancti- 
ons, they are only Imaginary Schemes, and without a 
Binding Force. In Confirmation of this, the King 


and Parliament frequently np the Clergies Au- 
| t Spiritual Cauſes withs 
out their Aſſiſtance, or any regard to their Fus Di- 


The ſame obſervation is applicable to Preachingy, 

| a Learned Layman may be as capable ro Preach as 

a Clergyman, if we only regard the validity of the 
performance: Either of them may inſtruct their 
' Neighbour ' privately , in his Duty towards God, by 
way of Admonition + But neither Layman, nor Clergy= 
man can call the Pariſh together in the nature of 
an Aſſembly, nor mount the Pulpit, in quality of 
a Publick, and Regular Miniſter, to explain the Goſpel, 


unleſs they are approved by thoſe in whom the ra. 


dical Power of exerciſing that Function is lodg'd, 


which is to influence them, and, Juſtify them in the 


performance, with ſome other Ceremonies of Infall- 
As for delivering the. Sacraments, *tis a Heavenly 
Employment, and requires a Miniſtry Shining with 
the beſt, both outward, and inward Endowments. 
Grace, and the Holy Ghoſt are often beſtowed ar 
the exhibiting of thoſe Viſible Signs. God Works in- 
wardly, while Man performs the Viſible Ceremony. 
To ſay, that either the Clergy do properly give 
Grace, upon ſuch occafions; or, that it is always 
given when they apply the Signs; or that other 
Perſons cannot ſometimes ſupply the human part 
of thoſe Offices, is not good Proteſtant Divinity. 
The Clergy are uſeleſs Miniſters when the Subject 
is not diſpoſed to receive Grace. And the Tener 


of Lay-Baprtiſm is not ſo uncommon, as to aſcribe 


the virtue of that Sacrament to the Clergy alone. 
Heaven, indeed, mult be buſy as to the wonderful 


effects 
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effects which are wrought inwardly in Mans Sout, 
upon receiving the Sacrament of the Lords. Supper; 


but the ourward, elementary Conſecration, by which 


the Bread and Wine are exhibi ted, to repreſent Chriſts 
Paſſion, is a Viſible Human performance, tho exalted 
as to its Signification; and Divine in its effects, and 


circumſtances. > okt, 03; e bas 10 
In the next place, I am to ſpeak to Conſecration, 


concerning which my way of thinking is this. Two 


things principally occur in making a Biſhop; Nomi- 
nation and Conſecration - As for the Royal! Nomina- 
tion, tis an expreſs AZ of rhe Civil Power, and 


can challenge no other Origin. Con/ecratzon, indeed, 


is a Ceremony perform d only by Br/hops; that is, by 
Perſons furniſh'd with ſuch a Degree of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Power: But this Power flowing originally from 
the Supreme Civil Power; and the Conſecrators never 
performing rightly that part of their Mice without 
a Commiſſion from the King, who dare pretend 
that a Conſecration is of any Conſequence, if he actu- 


ally refuſes to empower the Conlecracors? A Per- 


ſon Conſecrated under theſe difadvancages, ſeems to 
riſe very little above a mere Lay Man. Wnen a. 


Ferſon neither receives Lande, nor Furiſdifion, what 


does he become Maſter of? If he acts, tis all by 


Uſurpation; for when an Inferior Power is not in- 
fluenced by a Superior, the Sentence given by the 
Interior, is both Unlawful and Invalid. So, in the 


ſame manner, an ancommiſſion d Biſhop being unquali- 
fed, as to all the viſible purpoſes of his Funttion, 
what can be the effect of his adminiſtration? Cou'd 
he fatisfy the World, that he beſtows ſome inviſible 
Bleſſing which does not depend upon the Laful, 
and Regular performance of that Function, he wouꝰd 
gain a great point: But it muſt be a dark age that 
can be ſo impoſed upon: If the World once admits. 

of ſach Dreams as theſe, it will quickly be over- 

run with a thouſand Fabulous Stories, of Ini ſible 
Bleſſings, and Unknown Favours, communicated to 


the 


\ 
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the Soul. Befides; the thing it ſelf ſpeaks all to 
be U him, and Impoſition; is it probable that God 
will beſtow: inviſible Favours, and Bleſſings, to ſuch 
as do every thing irregularly, and contrary to his 
Order? Or, is it likely, that God ſhow'd beſtow 


bleſſings for no end, or purpoſe, and which Men can 
never be convinced of whether they have them or no, 


not ſo much as by Conjecture? 


The Papiſts, indeed, (ſuitably to their Syſtem) of- 


fer ſomething that is plauſible in this kind, by di- 
ſtinguiſhing Furiſdiction from Conſecration. They are 


unanimous in maintaining their Cergies independency 
Jure Divino, in matters purely Spiritual; among which 
they reckon both 7ur:/di#9n and the Power of Con- 
ſtecration. They regard the Power of Conſecrating 
—  Chriſts Miniſters, not as a part of Furi/di@:on, but 
as a diſtint Power conferr'd by God himfelf origi- 


nally upon the Apoſtles; and to others, by Succeſſi- 


on, and not depending either upon the Civ, or 
Eccleſiaſtical, Juriſdiction: So that in their Syſtem, {| 
| Buſhops can never be deprived of their Conſecrating | 
Power, tho they ſhou'd be ſtript of all their Tariff 
diiclion. But in the Doctrine of the Church by Law 
_ effabliſhd, in which all Ecclefiaſtical Power is deri- 

ved immediately from the Prince, and remotely from 
the Legiſlature, there can be nothing but a Politick 
end, in Straining the Character of the Clergy to in- 
viſible, and unintelligible matters, beſides the inconſi- 


ſtency of the Stratagem. 


I ̃wou'd not be underſtood fo, as if I allowed the 
Civil Power a Privilege either of making, or unma- 

king Biſbope, only I beg of thoſe who lay fo great 
a Streſs upon Epiſcopal Conſecration, that they wou'd 


datisfy me in the following Queries. Whether any 


| Perſon can Conſecrate a Biſhop, or Prieſt, who is not 
empower'd to Conſecrate them? Again, whether 
that Power, (ſuppoſing it valid) is immediately or on- 


ly. remotely from God? If they affirm ir to flow on- 


pre- 


. 
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pretend to) why cannot they as well aſſign the 


Supreme Civil Power for the Chanel of its Con- 


veyance, as a Popiſh Succeſſion, which is ſo full of 


intricacies, and uncertainties; and alſo ſo incongru- 


ous and heterogeneous a Method? Is it not as pro- 


bable, that God ſhowd place bis Clergy under the 
direction of a Power, which is certainly his own; 
as to give em up, either to their own wild ma- 


nagement, or that of an Enemy? Again; I ſhall 
not pretend to determine the . Controverſy, whether 
any Humane Power can un- Biſbop a Perſon who has 
received that Character? But, in order to prepare 


the way for a Reſolution of that caſe, I will make 


bold to ask what difference there is between the 
Conſecration of Perſons and Places? à Church is no 


more a Church when it is turn d into a Dwelling 


Houſe. Now, what remains are there of the C/er- 
 gy-man, after he is thrown out of his Poſſeſſions, and 
ſitript of his Juriſdiction? The Dreſs ſeems no more 
capable to denominate a Perſon a Biſbop after the 

Spiritual Man is demoliſh'd, than a Dwelling Houſe 
can be call'd a Church, were a Perſon merrily dif- 
poſed to clap on a Steeple, inſtead of a Chimney, 
with other changes, to alter the Figure of the Edi- 
 fice. A Clergy-man is a Relative Being, and when 
the Relation is deſtroyed by Deprivation, &c. does 
he not ceaſe to be what he was, and reaſſume his 
original Form? perhaps, ir may be thought, that 
he ſtill retains ſomething like the Enbrio of Spi- 
ritual Power: But alas! this Imaginary Embrio of 
Power, is nothing elſe but that piece of Mortality 
which was once Commiſhon'd by the Supreme Ci- 
vil Power, to Teach, Preach, Cc. But there is ſtill 
ſomething of an Objection behind. A place Con- 
ſecrated to God, remains always Conſecrated till it 


is demoliſh'd; and by . conſequence a Clergy-man is 
always a C/ergy-man, till Death deſtroys the Perſon 


Conſecrated. Had a Papiſt propoſed. this difficulty, 
I cou'd not fo eafily have ſatisfied him; becauſe, as 


they 


. 


they Conſecrate the Bodys of their Clergy, by U 


 @&on, Chryſms, Holy Water, &c. So there ſeems to 


be a parity in the two Caſes; but the Church of 
England not allowing of ſuch Superſtitious doings, 
their Clergy are rather Conſecrated by an inward, 
than an outward Unction. Their Conſecrations ra- 
ther affect the Soul than the Body, and as the Body 
once demolith'd, puts an end to the Popiſh Conſe- 
cration, ſo when the Soul is inwardly demoliſh d by 
Errors, Diſobedience, and Rebellion, againſt all Power 
both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, it ceaſes to be a thing 
Conſecrated to Gods Uſe, and Service. I will not 
be peremptory as to the force of theſe Arguments; 
I only offer them, in order to make Men more 
Inquiſitive into that Controverſy, how far the Clergy = 
are liable to be deprived of their Character??? 
Did the Axti-Bangorians content themſelves with 
inſiſting upon Epiſcopal Conſecration, without having 
recourſe to it as perform'd by a Popiſß hand, they 


wou'd be more excuſable in their Plea. But to 


dote upon a Popiſh Conſecration tis a Scandal to 


. the Cauſe, as well as its Ruin, as it will appear 


more by and by. In; the mean time, I find my ſelf 
under no Obligation to look into, the FaZ of the 
' firſt Reformers being Conſecrated by Perſons in Po- 
Fiſh 'Orders. I am willing to give Credit to the 
Records of Lambeth, which teſtify the Afirmative, 
Tis not. the Fact, but the Neceſſity of the Fat? 
which the Controverſy runs upon. For, to inſiſt 
upon this Topic, as abſolutely - neceſſary to juſtify | 
the Reformation, and maintain the Clergy in their 
Character, is àa neh Plea, and never urged before 
Intereſt and Domeſtick Policy found it to be uſe- 
ful. It was only in the beginning of the Reign of 
King Fames the Firſt, that this Method was em- 
braced : The occaſion was this, ſeveral of the Clergy 
lay under ſtrong apprehenſions, that they ſhou'd be 
diſturbd, and made very uneaſy, both in their Tem- 
Porals and Juxiſdictien, en that. Princes Acceſſion. 
+++ Wk . eee 
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to the Crown of England. This made them judge 
it neceſſary, either to place the Hierarehy upon a 
new foot, or elſe urge its Authority after a new 
manner, not only - becauſe of the ſecret comfort 
they found in claiming an Independent Church Power, 
but alſo that they might guard themſelves againſt 
the threatning Evil of Presbytery, which they ima- 
_ gin wou'd flow in upon them from Scotland up- 

on the Union of the two Kingdomt. Now the moſt 
effectual way was, to Preach up the Jus Divinum 
_ of theit Order, and by this means make it inacceſ- 
ſible to all attacks, either from Pretbytery or the 
Civil Power, But becauſe this Syſtem coud not be 
1 75 without a Succeſſion from Chriſt through 
a' Poßiſ Chanel, ' this engaged them in the ruin- 
ous attempt of endeavouring to eſtabliſn the Re- 
fotmation ſolely upon an appeal to Popiſh Orders. 
But how cou'd theſe Gentlemen imagine that 

| Rome and England wou'd break for Trifles, if they 


\ 


agreed in ſo Matefial 'a Point as that of Conſecra. 
7707 , which makes the Conſecrators Umprres in the 
_ Controverſy of Church. Authority; and by Conſequence 
of other debates; eſpecially with ſuch as make 
Church. Authority abſolute, independent and acting al- 
2. pon us \Dioinum in Matters of Faith? Tis 
great pity thete were no Auti-Bangorians among the 
firſt Reformers, to have undertaken the Chari- 
table Office of à Reconciler. Methinks, 1 fee 
one of them ſtepping between the two contending 
| bees and offering his generous Labors that way, 
| i 0 0 ntlemen, : why ſuch Tediozs: Cont roverſies, ond. % 
many Words, about Trifles * If jou aud but per- 


= 


mit your ſelves to think calmly, jou might with 
_ great Satisfaftion to both Parties: cloſe up the Breach 
In Gentlemen, of the Church of Rome, haus the ad- 
vantage as to Seniority of Power and Cunſecration; 
and you Gentlemen of the Church: 
'  eruckle to em in that reſped 


of England, muſt. 
Ibry poſſeſs - that 
„ N. 
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Power from Chriſt, iobich you cannot at without, and 
ut your dependance' is upon them, as to the origin of 


all Ecclefraftical Duties, fo they will challenge Subje- 
dion from you in every Inferior Branch. If you can- 


not Preach without their leave, wh } ſhow d you Preach 
any Dottrine but whut they pleaſe © 
dependently, and hold their Power Fure Divino. In 
this manner the Anti-Bangorians will prove excel- 
lent Apologiſts for the Church of England; and donbt- 
leſs the Papiſts will gratify dem well for their Elo- 
_ quence. | Tho? as to the Fa# in it ſelf, I have often 
heard ſome Learned Men of that perſwaſion affirm, 
that it was entirely a Point indifferent to them, 
whether the firſt Reformers were Conſecrated by Per- 
lions in their Orders or not? But if it were to be 
their choice, they ſhou'd be more willing to allow 
they had Ordain'd them, and the reaſon they alled- 
ged was; becauſe, they thought it wou'd be more 
tor the Credit of their Cauſe ro have furniſh'd the 
Ne formers with the Eſſentials of a Church, than that 
they 'ſhou'd derive them from any other origin. For 
Conferring of Power implyed a dependance, and cer- 
tainly they might manage their Controverſies with _ 
à much better air by treating the Proteſtant Clergy 
as Subjects, and Deſerters, than as Aliens, and placed 
out of the Verge of their juriſdiction. n eee 
But to come to an end of th — 
piſh Conſecration, and the Appeal which ſome unad- 
viſedly make to it. How many Abſurdities do thoſe 
Clergy Men fall into, who derive their Character from 
the Church of Rome ? As Firft, They muſt acknow- 
ledge her to be a True Church of Chrift, rho? Erro- 
neous in fome things; which contradicts their Fore- 
fathers , who ſo frequently ſtil'd her Antichriſt, and 
and an Holatrou Church. Secondly, they. muſt ac 
| knowledge that the Pries and Biſhops of the Church 
of Rome are true Miniſters, and Biſhops of the Church 
of Chriſt, as to the Eſſential part, elſe they could not 
be fit ſubjedts for that Power and Authority to have re- 


Ihey act alſo in- 


is matter concerning Po- 
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fided in; neither cou'd they have been Veſſels capable to 
receive that Power, and again tranſmit it to their 
Succeſſors. Thirdly, It would follow that the Priefts 
and Biſbops of the Church of Rome. are yet really true 
Paſtors and Teachers; for if Proteſtant Miniſters have 
no Authority but what they  receiv'd from them, 
and fince the Church of Rome is the ſame ſhe was 
at that time of the Reformation in Doctrine, ſhe has 

the ſame Power now ſhe had then; and if the Power 
lye in the Succeſſion, then theſe Prieſts of the Roman 
Church now, which derive: their Ordination from 
_- thoſe Bihops that Ordain'd the Firſt Reformers, have 
the ſame Authority which the Succeſſors of the Re- 
Jorm'd have; and conſequently are no leſs Miniſters 
of the Church than they are: So that certainly there 
never was a more unlucky Hypotheſis than begging, Ot: 
ders from Rome: For whether theſe Gentlemen allow 
or not allow the Papiſts to be a true Church, it mult 
Hinder. the Anti-Bangorians from being ſo; for if they 
were no true Church, they could not confer upon 


others that Spiritual Power which was neceſſary to 


the Being of a true Church; or if they wefe a true 
Charch, the firſt Biſhops who adhered to em by 

receiving Orders from em cowd not be ſuch a Church 
as being guilty of an unneceſſary Separation, in for- 

ſaking the true Church; but 7 the Separation was 
neceſſary, then the Church of Rome cou'd not be a 
true Church, for a true Church ought not to be for: 


ſaken. 


Upon ſeveral Principles already laid down, I 
believe the Reader will be capable to determin 
himſelf upon moſt of the Controverſies which re- _ 
late to Czvil, and Eccleſiaſtical Power. But before 
{ pur an end to this ſmall performance, I will 
give him one Inſtance how to apply em, which ſhall 
be in the Controverſy concerning Schiſm. Several 
Writers have engaged to prove the Non. Furors to 
be Schiſmaticks, but they have not all obſerved the 
ſame Method. I ſhall not quarrel with their Le: 
CC bours, 


A e 7 ; 
bouts ; only thus much I dare boldly affirm, that 
neither the Anti-Bangorians.. nor any others, who 
inſiſt upon Popiſb Conſecration, as abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to the Being of the Church, ſticking to that Prin- 
ciple, are able to make good the charge of Schin 

againſt the Non- urors; my Reaſons are theſe, 
The Srengih of the Non Furors Plea ſtands thus, 
They count it for Nothing to be deprived by the 
Q uvil Authoriiy, provided they ſtill retain a valid 
Power (tho not a lawful one) to Conſecrate Bi- 
ſhops, and Priefts, and to Pray, Preach, and diſtri- 
bute the Sacraments; becauſe ſay they, the Civil 
Power cannot deprive them ſo far of the Benefit 

of their Functions, as to tender their Conſecrations 

invalid, the Power of Conſecrating being Conferr'd 

by Cbriſt upon his A poſt les, and from them derived 

to Poſterity, by an uninterrupied Succeſſion. Now 
the Papiſts being the only Perſons who could per ; 
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petuate | this Succeſſion, tis plain the Non-Zurors | 
find themſelves obliged to have recourſe to Popiſh, |! 
Orders to ſupport their Character, and ſo gradually  }! 


Jjuſtify their Separation: But if this Communication is 
proved to be unneceſſary, they muſt give up the 
| Cauſe, and ceaſe to exerciſe their Functions upon 
the Score of their invalidity. Now tis plain, that 
| this is not only the moſt effectual, but, indeed, the 
| only way of deciding this Controverſy and Convict- 
ing the Non-Furors as guilty of Schiſm; becauſe 
| Schiſm can only be conceiv'd theſe two ways: Tis 
either a ſeparation from the Church, (that is the 
Clergy) or from the State. A ſeparation from the 
Church of England, as it is a vi/tb/e Society, cannot 
be ſtil d Schi/n, becauſe Proteſtant Diſſenters are fo 
| Tolerated in their Separation, as to be ſtill eſteemd 
true Members of the Church of God, which is too 
great 'a Complaiſance ſhown to ſuch as are guilty 
Ff the Hainous and Damnable Sin of Schiſn. What 
then remains, but that all Parties be obliged to have 
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recourſe to the Supreme Civil Power, as the Cen- 
tre of Church · ( mmuniu n 
However, I don't deny but that Schi is an of- 
fence directed immediately againſt the Church, or ra- 
ther (to ſpeak properly) againſt that Branch of the 
Civil Power which is call'd Eccleſiaſtical, that is; o- 
Tiginally tis a violation of the Supreme Givil Power. 
There can be no other notion of Schiſm according. 

to the Principles of the Reformation , becauſè if they 
frame à notion of Schiſm, as being a ſeparation from 
an Independent Church Power, how will they juſti - 
ty their forſaking the Church of Rome? TO ſay 

they were obliged to ſeparate from her, only upon 

account of her Errors, is flatly to deſtroy the notion of 
aàn Independent Church Power, which to talk cohe- 
rently, the Anti- Bangorians muſt acknowledge was 
firſt lodgd with them, before they cou'd Communi- 
cate it to others; wit queſtionleſs the Papiſts will 

expect to be as ſucceſsful in urging their Indepen- 
dent Power againſt thoſe" they Ordaind, and wo 
afterwards forfook em, as the Anti Bangorians can 
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be in urging it againſt the Civil Power. The Di- 


lemma is therefore unavoidable, either the Anti- Ban- 
gorians muſt own themſelves to be Schiſmat icht, or 
they mult never attempt to charge the Non- Furor: 
with that Crime. But to conclude, It cannot pro- 
perly be inferr d from hence, that Schiſnm and Rebel. 
ion are the ſame thing, for tho* a Schiſmatick be 
radically a Rebel, as Rebellion imports. Diſobedience 
to the Supreme Power, yet every ſuch Diiobedience 
has not that Apellation, unleſs the breach be upon a 
Spiritual account. The Iſſue therefore is, that where 
no Independent Church Power is acknowledged, the 
Notion of Schiſm muſt be taken from ſome kind of 
breach of that Allegiance we owe to the Supreme 
Civil Power. This Obſervation wil not only cut 
that Controverſy very ſhort, but diſcover the uſeleſs. 
Labours of ſeveral late Writers, whoſe want either 
of Skill or good Intentions, towards the preſent Go- 
| e 


& 


of The Proteſtant Expoſtulator, in which he will 


Innocent amuſement, as well as inform his Judgment. 


ing Parts will fingle . out all the Biſhop of Baxgors 
Adverſaries, and I hope to do them the faſtice „as to 
leave no Objection of moment unanſwer d. 


« # * 
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vernment, has involved the Controverſy of Schiſm in 
many Intricacies — Ka 5 

It now only remains that I beſpeak the Readers 
Patience, in continuing to peruſe the other Parts' 


meet with great variety of matter to give him an 


The Reflexions in this firſt Part are much upon ge- 
neral Heads, my chief deſign being to diſcover the 
Spirit of the Anti-Bangorian Party. But the remain- 
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1. Sat? in 14 in 15 the Biſbop 16 
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 ceſſion of the Clergy, how far macle 
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III. Of the lauberit of th; church If 5 
Church ne Mhat kind of Since- 
rity is required to be in God's Fawonr. 
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